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| 6 715 225 50 lay our account 00 meet 
Wich afflictions 1 in the preſent life, 


ſerve e them, our ** of trial r makes them he- 
f weaning us rom the 
world, of brag Neg 15 | 

for "heaven, they are '© 

To know how to be and well t to im lnproye 
of 
exerciſed :. not to be inſenſible of « Oe trou- 
hand ; nor too much diſquieted and caſt down 
but ſtill humble, patient, ſubmiſſive, and re- 


nothing more ſure: our fins de- 

effery, gra hey proye the m 5 
us nearer to 

ing us more 
advantage. - _ euere 
the afflictive diſpenſations of Tine 5 
dence, with which we may at any time 
hles, nor ſtupid under them on the one 
by reaſon, of them on the other; but always 
to keep che happy medium; to be ſenſible, - 
fpned to the will of our ſovereign ] Lord, 
our heavenly Father, is not the leaſt part of a 


4 * 


85 77 


Chriſtian? 8 work and duty, nor the leaſt difft- 


cult. | 
This is a leflon which grace muſt reach 
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couragements being neceſſary W a 


and the new of ſeveral eminent worthje, | 


* under Were © "i whoſe dame ar 


7 5. eh to vill tick be had 8 vene- 
ration, by all who are truly wile and yood, 
Of this timber Aaron 22 prieſt of the Lord 3 


| fioned the text, were extraordinary: Aaron 


>” ont... 


| expectation; little did he think the tranſacti- 1 
, O08. of this day would end in fo ſorrowful 


(4) 


ing it aright, and putting it into praQtiſe, | 
Mention is made both in the old = 


who were exemplary for their Plous beha. 


is one. 4 
The occurrences _ this day, i oc occa-B 


had two ſons, Nadab and Abibu, juſt enred if 
upon the prieftly office; ;, he lat chem, and 1 
no queſtion | it was ; with | pleaſufe, both dreſſed 3 
in their prieſtly robes, 150 going to thefanc- 
tuary with their cenſers i in their hands, there 
to . acrifice to the Lord: : affecting thought! 3 
and much more affecting, fight! he fav 
them well one moment, and Hou dead the 3 


This ſo ſe ore an aff iction came pon 1 
Auron all on a ſudden, unlocked for, and 3 
unthought of, and utterly contrary to his 


a man- 


(3). 


2 manner; and yet they had not that effect 
upon him they would have had upon ſome 
others: he did not faint under his troubles, 
ſpeak evil of Ane or "rail at as arg but 
held his peace. 

Sometimes this e of "_ n 0 
unruly, that the exaſperated mind caſting off 
all government of reaſon, and deſpiſing all 
offers of conſolation, reſigns itſelf up ſo en- 
tirely into the hands of its diſtemper, as in 
deſpite both of reaſon and religion, to fly 
out indifferently againſt all the ſuppoſed au- 
thors of its troubles, not ſparing even God 
himſelf Jonab like, when our gourds are 
gone, we are but too apt to perfiſt in an ob- 
ſtinate vindication of ourſelves in our fu- 
tious tranſports, raging againſt Heaven, cal - 
ling its decrees unjuſt, and ſummoning the 
infinitely wiſe Diſpoſer of all events, the great 
King of time and eternity, to give an ac- 

count of his dealings with us at our own 
_ wretched tribunal. But not ſo Aaron; tho 
it's hard ſometimes to bridle fo vehement a 
paſſion as grief, eſpecially in its firſt aſſault, 
yet no diſtempered word flew out of his 
mouth ; he did nor curſe his day, nor expo- 
ſtulate with God concerning the reaſons of 
this ſeverity. Nay, tho he was a great maſ- 
LG. | ter 


eee ee eee 
che word that Jeſbuab made uſe of whe 


very ſenſibly with his unexpected lofs, thr 
the tenderneſs of a father, and icompu(- 


any hard thoughts of God, hut ſtopped 
his paſſion in the beginning of its cn, n 
repreſſed its too eager motions, and get 
only held his tongue from ſpeaking wnlay- 
fully, but alſo kept his heart from thinkin 
any thing improper or IN one in 
his circumſtances 


ligion where it appears in its life and 
power, how does it enlighten the ſeven 


7 of Aaron's calamity, and from thence. ly 


(0 | 
ter in oratory, and a man of ſuch eloquencs 
as to be recommended by Moſes xo God him: 


felf for his 4 in Peaking, 
Aaron held his peace, - 855 5 
This is much. Vet Sn lane cer 


= 2 


than the ſignification of a bare 1 Its 


he ſaid to the fun, ſtay tbuu in Gibeon, ay 
thou moon in the valley of Ajalon, Joſh. x. 12 
ſo Aaron ftayed his grief: though affede 


= > © 23 S © & & = 


ſion for their youth, he did not entertinl 


What a peculiar excellency' is catch in . 


faculties of the ſoul, and campaſe the mind 


when troubles come? 
Let us a little conſider the ene; mi 


de fort 


(F) 
ow ſcheme of what might 


delete you a 1 


boch an occafion as this. 
What! might he ſay, two * — 
ind theſe my eldeſt, che ſons of my youth, 


o be cut off in a moment, in ſo unuſual 
A Way as 


if the people, in the beginning of their 


before they had left any poſterity to con- 
tinue their names and a upon the 
great a Tereriey for 1 light a cranſgreſ- | 


. =- -—” =. 3. ©” I" os 


= > 


25 8. 


but inadverteney, not out of pre- 

a ſo much, as too much precipi- 
tancy, and - -muſt their eyes be cloſed up 
lin death for this? No reſpect had to the age 
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58 © 


it for the fins of the whole: congregation ? 
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for 


haye been faid, by ſuch a Py as n en 


nd the growing hopes of my family: cheſe 
s by fire from Heaven, in the ſight 


minüſtration, in the act of cheir fin, and 


e men ſinned not out of 


For office of their Father? Might not he 
have atoned for their ſin who uſed to do 


Or how ſhall I myſelf. dare to officiate 

in the ſanctuary before that God who ſtands 

with ſuch exactneſs upon the circumſtances - 

of his worſhip ? This and much more he 

might have ſaid, and therefore the wonder 

is the greater that not a word of all this 
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broke from him. In him patience. had in 
perfect work. His heart was ſo full of 2 
profound reverence of the Lord his great f 
Maker, that when his griefs were freſn 
| and moſt untractable, even chen he calmed 
his ſoul, curbed his paſſion and btidled 
his tongue, which as it deſerves out no- | 
tice, ſo Almighty God hath been pfleaſed MI 
to record. it to the immortal honour. of 
this eminent ſaint, as à commendation off 
him, and an invitation to us to aſpire after 

the greatneſs of that example which he of 
highly | approved in Aaron. And darm 

held, bis peace. Which words - conſidered 

in their connection with the foregoing, will 
furniſh ws win che mi he | I 

An 1 

Fegg I n gay betswä⸗ * 45 | 
vants of God to [ſubmit with patience to 
the hand of their Maſter, even then, when 
he takes from chem the neareſt" and dear- 
eſt of their relations and friends. Not that 
4 go about to lay violent hands upon na- 
ture, or ſeek to introduce a ftoical apathy, 
or ſomething worſe than a brutiſh inſeni- 
'biliry of our loſſes. 1 count it a happi- 
neſs to live deſired, and to die lamented: 
and moderate teſtimonies of our affections 1 
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(9) 
o the departed , Chriſtianity is ſo far 


from prohibiting, that it. highly approves 


them. Our bleſſed Saviour wept over the 
tomb of Lazarus, his familiar 
tance and friend, infomuch that the Jes 
ſaid, Sebold bew be loved him, John xi. 36. 
We may mourn, but not murmur, fetch a 
” and ſhed a tear after a friend that's 

When Jacob was buried at the 


7 his of Atad, notice is taken, 


that they mourned with a great and very 
fre lamentation, fo that the inhabitants of 
te land ſaid, this is @ grievous mourning, 
Gen. 1. 10, 11. So when Samuel died, all 
the Iſraelites were gathered together, and la- 


mented and buried him, 1 Sam. xxv. 1. They 
followed him to his interment, not as 


ſpectators but mourners, not out of ci 


fty or vanity, but with wet eyes, and for- 
rowful hearts, They attended him to 
his grave with tears, put him in, and 
lefſt him there with minds full of con- 


cern for the loſs of fo valuable a life, 


| When Jab was dead a, Fudab and e. 


ruſalem motirned for bim, 2 Chron. xxxv, 
24. When Stephen died, the firſt martyr 


we read of in the chriſtian church, it is 


ſaid, devort men Carried Stephen to bis Bu 
oh "OY * 
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(10) 


rial, and 1 great lamentation over bin, 


Acts viii. 2. Solomon ſays it of all ingeg. 
nitely, Man goeth to bis long home, and the | 


mourners go about the ſtreets, Eecl. xii, 5. 


It is ſo when any man almoſt dies, and 
much more it ſhould be fo, when perſons of 
great eminency and uſefulneſs, perſons of 
true excellency for piety towards God, and 
benevolence to mankind, are removed out 
of the world. It was none of King Joaſt's MW 
faults chat he wept over the face of Eliſha, 
and followed the dying propher with that 
parhetick outcry, O my father, my father, the Wl 
chariots of Iſrael, and the borſemen' thereof, 
2 Kings xiii. 14. And methinks there is a 
peculiar ſweetneſs in the royal harp of 
David, even when he mournfully ſings and M 
celebrates the obſequies of his friend: teach- 1 
Ing his harp to ſigh out, O Fonathan, thou Wl 
waſt ſlain in thy high places; and I am 4 9 


treſſed for thee my brother Jonathan. 


God then has no where forbid us to 
new kindneſs to the perſon and memory 

of our friend, whether living or dead. 
Nay, fo far from this, that when uſeful 

perſons die, he complains of the want of 
it as ſenſeleſſneſs and ſtupidity ; the righ- | 
Jews Pie or dies, a no man layeth i. 
4 e 


CC tbe ts 2 
1 ks 8 RW 


() | 
p pref and merciful men are taken auch — 
zune conſidering that the righteous are taken _ 
gay from the evil to come, Ifaiah lvii. 1. 
For a. family that has lately had death, 
that moſt awful viſitant in it, to remain 
unaffected, has ſomething in it very unnas 
wral, and in moſt caſes, ſo tenderly are 
the paſſions of the human mind formed, 
it's ;mpoſlible.. Can we be unmoved when 
we ſee a father or a mother, an huſband 
or a wife, a brother or a ſiſter, an inti- 
mate acquaintance or friend die ? And can 
we think of them after they are dead with + KH 
out feeling ſome inward uneaſineſs, when i 
we call to mind their former integrity, = 
their dear love to us, and their intereſt = 
with God on our r behalf? I would not * 1 
poſe we can. r 
Thoſe muſt "A very = lives in- 1 
* that have none to lament them at 1 
their funerals. That was a curſe which e 15 
God threatned to bring upon Jeboiatim, 5 1 
that he ſhould be thrown out, and none ſhould 1 
ſay, ab my brother, ab lord, or ah bis glory, = 
Jerem. xxii. 18. It is an honour and a Ii 
bleſſing on the other hand, to live beloved, =_ 
and to die intereſted in the eſteem and af 1 
rn of all who knew us. A ſeries f 1 
8 . virtuous "I 
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„ 
virtuous and good actions is che only ung 
that can ſecure us chis reſpect Abi wwe 
ve, and endear our names and memories 
to thoſe we leave behind us when we die. 
This is the liſe then we ſhould all lead, 
as ever we deſire to be happy at the lag, 
and to ſind favour both of God and men 
in the day of our death. Should we not 
chuſe ſo to live, as that when we die, we 
may rather be followed to our graves with 
unfeigned tears, than with juſt reproaches; 
any oat: this world in ſuch a manner! 
: as that thoſe we have lived with and among 
yr wiſh for us than be weary of 
us, and none may be able to open his mouth 
eee ee and fay, bebold bum 
it tbe oppreſſor ceaſad ! In order to chis itt 
neceſſary that we live well, that we do good, 
and endeavour to render ourſelves as apree- 
able and uſeful in our place an * aj 
we well can. 
It is not then an zaſenüble and * 
and temper of mind under afflictions, that 
Aarom's ſilent ſubmiſſion is deſigned to re- 
commend; this is a conduct that can never 
be juſtified upon chriſtian nor indeed upon any 
principles that, are worth maintaining. Bui 
then we muſt be careful our ſorrows t 
inp mono 


N F I 22K 
„ . 2 * . L . Ws. 


. ( I 3 5 nd : 
not too high, ſo as to aſtoniſſi the A 
aud overwhelm all the powers of the ſoul, 
by ſtopping up thoſe avenues whereat hu- 
manity uſes to give them vent, and ma- 
king us act as if we had no ſupports. and 
comforts left; there's ſomething ve 


rll down our tears at the hearſe of our re- 
s to drown our patience, and to hinder 


God : for let it be conſidered: 


To conſider this or the other afflic- 


our bearing it patiently, and improving it 


Paal. Xxxix. 9. 


moral in our griefs when they ſo fr 8 
ceed their proper bounds. We are allowed 
w mourn, but we muſt ſubmit, we may hs 


ions and friends, but not in ſuch plenty 
an humble reſignation to the _ wal of 


Conſideration I. It's the Lord bas done - 
ir, and that's enough to quiet and compoſe 
good man's heart. Shall I not drink 
iy: our bleſſed Lord, of the cup that my Fa- 
4 hath given me to drink of? John xviii. 


4 as ſent from God, is a good ſtep to 


well, 7 was dumb, ſays the pious tſalmift, . 
1 opened not my mouth, becauſe thou didſt it, 
When the Chriſtian's eye is 
up to God, his hand is preſently upon 
bis mouth, and he's far from murmuring 
or W at ** he has wiſely W . 
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= 2 . 
* * 4 r 3 
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whoſe hands their times were, hath remo. 


El, tho they were very forrowful tidings 


| away, faith Fob; and this being laid down 


bleſſed be the name of the Lord, Job i. 211 

' God knows what is beſt for us and our, 
better than we do ourſelves; and none of 
his proceedings are chargeable with the leaf 
injuſtice towards any of his creatures, and 
they are always full of faithfulneſs and 

_ goodneſs to his own people; which bring 
C 
Con ſideration II. God diſpoſes of his own, 


bthers the beſt right to them, a much bet. 
not do what he will with his own? We are 


his flock and the ſheep of his paſture, and 
if he is pleaſed to appoint this or the 


i 2 
'% | 
| 


(i mt Ji. 
Tim reſigned, that's his language, becauſe off 
thou didſt it. It's comfortable to think; Wl or 
when our friends. die, they die by the ap. Ml of 


pointment of Providence, that a wiſe, 2 {Wis 


holy, a juſt, a merciful and good God, in de 
ved them out of the world. So good old 
that Samuel brought him, faid, It 3s te 
Lord, let bim do to me as ſeemeth him gud 
The Lord gabe, and the Lord hath taken 


in the premiſes, the conclufion muſt be, 


Our relations are his creatures: his is of all 


ter as well as a prior to ours, and may he 


plc 
othet 


| 
ö | £ 
* 1 


„ 8 
-cher for death, a father or a friend, a wife 
or a child, Who ſhall ſay unto him full 
of angry reſentment, what doſt thou? God's 
ncht to us is founded in creation, and re- 
gemption makes us more his own. Nay, 
bis we are by all rights, and at whoſe dif. 

ie ſhould we ſo much defire to be, as at 
that of a merciful God? who is the great 
apoſer of all human affairs, and to whom 
belongs the diſtribution of che rewards of 
cernity. Thoſe then are two conſiderations | 
which ſhould very much quiet and compoſe 
our minds when dear friends die. It is the 


r Lord hath done it, and he diſpoſeth of his 
„oss, as he gives or rather lends us this or 
be other comfort: It is but equal that 


he ſhould when he pleaſes recall his o wn. 
Confideration III. When death ſeparates 
between us and our relations, nothing be- 
falls us, but what is every day happening in 
the world. The apoſtle ſays it of tempta- 
tions, there is none befallen you but what is 
common to men; and ſo may we ſay of other 
afflictions, of that in particular wherein 
death is concerned, this is nothing but 
what is common. The empire of death is 
no new thing amongſt us: it's almoſt as 
old as the firſt man; and its no news if it 
F ˙·¹ ¹ͥ1*‚⁴¹ 


ſometimes fo fall out that we outlive thop 
who are younger than ourſelves, or thy 


ſome of our friends ſtep into eternity be. 


fore us, who were in human view likely 
to have lived, and been bleſſings to the 
world when we were dead and gone out ot. 
We ſhould therefore contentedly fubmirl 
to receive our part in the common lot, and 
patiently undergo that which kings and 
prophets; patriarchs and apoſtles, wiſe and 
good men in all ages have had their ſharg 
in, before it came to our turn. The mo. 


ther of our Saviour beheld her Son's body 


| nailed to the croſs and dying, heard him oy 


out, it is finiſhed, and probably ſaw bim 


at the very time when every pulſe grey 
weak and feeble, at laſt Rood ſtill and for. 


got its motion, when his head bowed andi 


only heard God ſay, bebold I rake away ſm 
' thee the defire of thint eyes with a ſink 
but faw the prediction preſently after fil. 
filled in the event; for, fays he, ſo IJ ſpoke 


unte the People in the morning, and at un-. 


ing my wife died, Ezek. xxiv. 16, 18. Death 
| hath gained an univerſal empire over all the 

: ſons and daughters of Adam, and will reigi 
till che final conſummation of all ching 


on 
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(x7) 
only two perſons having been exempted 
Fom its ſtroke by a peculiar grant from 
heaven from the firſt man to the preſent day; ; 
o that when our relations, our friends, our 
neighbours, or we ourſelves die, we are not 
w ook upon it as if ſome. ſtrange thing had 
fallen out in the world. 

Conſideration IV. Our friends that die are 
pot loſt to us, only gone to the other world 
a little before us. They are our pledges 
cho die firſt that we ſhall not be long after 
them. Though out of our fight at preſent, 


they are not periſhed ; the good amongſt. 


them now ſpeak to us in language like that 
of their Saviour's a little before he left his 
diſciples, Whither we are gone ye know, and the 

way ye know. We may ſay it of thoſe that 
ſeep in Jeſus, whom God will bring with 
him at his ſecond coming, that tho' they are 
dirobed of fleſh, and their earthly taberna- 
cles be taken down, this ſhall be no hindrance 
to their readineſs ; but they ſhall be as per- 
ſectly prepared to meet the glorious bride- 


W room of the church, as thoſe that ſhall | 


be found alive, and never were undreſſed, 


when he comes to call all to an account. 


For, ſaith St. Paul, this wwe ſay unto you by 


the word of ; the Lord, and there cannot be a 
* | better 


"a 


to believe this; even ſo them alſo that ſlerh in 


awakening call, and /6 ſhall ever be with the 


Death indeed will ſeparate between the dear 
| whoſe company was always agreeable ea 
to other, and whoſe converſation was mutu- 
ſider, that as the enjoyment was but ſhort 


fo neither will the ſeparation be; it's only 


ſouls, if true Chriſtians, ſhall e're long meal 


bers of che perfected Spirits of the juſt, and 


laſt day to a life of perfection that ſhull 


(18) 
better teſtimony for the truth of any thing 
than the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of fr 
Lord ſhall not prevent them that are aſſes. 
For if we believe that Jeſus died and rife a. 
gain, and we have all the reaſon in the world 


Jeſus will God bring with him. Their facredff 
duſt ſhall riſe again, and they | ſhall at 
and meet the Lord in the air, at his kind 
Lord, with which words comfort yourſelves af 
one another ; ſo concludes the fourth chap! 
ter of the firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſaloniani 
eſt friends, and thoſe moſt nearly related 
ally entertaining and profitable. In ſuch ford 
rowful circumſtances it's comfortable to cond 
for a time, it's not for ever. Our's and thei 
together again, and add to the joyful num 
our Bodies too ſhall riſe up together at the 


never 


(19) 
wer know. another period or à ſecond 
. Which leads to fifth particular. 


el upon to acquieſce in the wiſe though af- 
fictive diſpenſations of Providence. Think 


God will give him or her leave to die. To 


kart and to be with C briſt, which is far 


1 


ſeep with the body till the reſurrection, as 


nediately paſs into glory. Now what that 
fry is which they ener upon when, their 
odies die, and what will be their additi- 


thee other world, and what poor imperfect 


(ſhalWotions G: we form. to ourſelves of their 
IS 2 . 


ever 


Confideration V. That we may be prevail - | 


what a mercy it is to a. good perſon when 


we, ſays S& Paul, to live is Chriſt, and to die is 
gun; and in the fame chapter, 7 defire 40 


ktter, meaning, than to continue longer in 
this world, Phil. i. 21, 23. Which words do 
not only expreſs to us the certain happineſs 
f true Chriſtians on the other fide death, 
nd the greatneſs of it, bur the immediate 
joyment of it too. The faul does not 


ome have imagined, nor is there any pur- 
batory or intermediate ſtate to detain holy 

ouls in their way to heaven; but at death 
cing made perfect in holineſs, they do im- 


aal glory, when the body riſes again, who. 
agen tell? How little is it that we know of 
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| when we have done ſo, we have reaſon to 


third heavens, and there he heard and fay | 


. body he could not tell. Were a eden 3 
ſent from the other world to acquaint the Y 


to expreſs it, or if he found words we hou 4 
want capacities fully to underſtand what choſe | 


der which the TROY Ghoſt repreſents this 


an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, a building, an houſe | 


the more to endear it to us; vet theſe are 


() 
pleſſedneſs who dwell above? We may raiſe 
our expectations high concerning it, and 


conclude from what is faid of it in the 
ſacred oracles, the enjoyment will by far 
exceed all that we can conceive of it at 
preſent. St. Paul was wrapped up into the 


things unutterable, and was ſo entranced, 


as that whether in the body or out of che 


inhabitants of this with its happineſs, I am | 
perſuaded he would either want words fully 


_— 


words meant. Fei <.f 
Only conſider what are Sis Smilies un- 


bleſſed ſtate to us. By aErown, a kingdom, 
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not made with hands, a manſion, a tree of 


life, and by every thing that is excellent 
and deſireable amongſt men: no queſtion 
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but ſhadows of it, glory itſelf ! is what eye : 
hath” not t ſeen, nor ear heard, neither bach 3 


© JJ 


c 
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(21) 
t ever entred into the heart of man fully 
to comprehend it. The Holy Spirit by theſe 
fgures only conſults the poverty and de- 
fects of our underſtandings. The glory of 
that kingdom and the riches of the inheri- 
ance of the Saints in light being greater than 
any fimilitude can expreſs. It is called ful- 
neſs of joy, and everlaſting pleaſure, an 
unſpeakable and eternal weight of glory. 


The things that blemiſh this life are all 


abſent there. Here ſickneſs and ' ſorrow, 
grief and tears, chequer all our lives with 
black, and either intermix with or ſucceed all 
our joys ; but there ſorrow and fighing ſhall 


flee away, and all tears ſhall be wiped from 
our eyes. Here death ſwallows up all our 
hopes, cut off all our purpoſes, and blends. 


together all mankind in one confuſed heap 


of rottenneſs and corruption. But in thoſe 
happy regions death is not ſo much as heard 
of or known. In a word, Heaven is the 
very beſt thing that Chriſt could deſire of 
God for us, and* all that he did and ſuf- 
fered upon our account ends in it. When 


he petitioned God in ſome of his laſt 


prayers, what was it that he deſired but 4 
this? Father, 1- will that thoſe whom thou 
" . me be with me where T am, that 


they 


0 22) 


they may behold my glory, John XVU, 24. 


To be like unto Chriſt, to ſee him, to live 
with and enjoy him, this includes all ſeli- 


Io this glorious ſtate or world our pious 


deceaſed relations and friends are gone. They 


are with God, and they ſee and enjoy that 
greateſt and beſt of all Beings in heaven in 


ſuch a delightful entertaining manner, as he is 


not ſeen, nor enjoyed any where elſe. They 
are now with Jeſus, whoſe Name was 


ever dear to them, and whoſe example 


they endeavoured conſtantly to imitate, 
whom, when Inhabitants of our world, l- 
| wing nat ſeen they loved, in whom though they | 


ſaw him not, yet bekeving, they rejoiced with 


Joy unſpeakable and full of glory, They at 
where Jeſus is, and have received from him | 
the end of their faith, even the | ſalvation of | 
their ſouls, as it is expreſſed in the 1 Pet. | 


i. 8, 9. Bleſſed Angels are their compani- 
ons, and other Spirits like their own. of juſt 


men made perfect, and wich ſuch company 
and ſuch enjoyments they cannot be other- 

wiſe than happy. At the ſame time then 
that we bewail our own dear loſs in thoſe 


of chem wich pleaſure as enjoying a hap- 


pineſs 


6230 


option, and that ſhall never end. Have 
ve parted with thoſe dear companions of 
wh who were early dedicated to God, who 
were afterwards religiouſly educated for 
God, who made religion earlytheir choice, a 
choice which they never ſaw the leaſt reaſon 
w repent of, and whoſe practice was an or- 
nament to their profeſſion ; all this beſpeaks 
them now happy, and affures us that at 
the fame time their bodies went to reſt, 
their ſouls went to glory, agreeable to 


good men, he ſhall enter into peace, i. e. 


bi ſoul ſhall, they ſhall reſt in their beds, 
or graves, i. e. their bodies ſhall, each one 
walking, or having walked in his _— 
nek. Conſider then how great a 
it is to a good perſon when God will give 


concile you to his wiſe and merciful diſ- 
poſal in removing them out of the world. 


this to a quiet ſubmiſſion? 


humble reſignation to the will of God in 


press without intermiſſion, wichout inter- 


as - 8 — — 5 . 
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what the prophet has ſaid, ſpeaking of 


him or her leave to die: and let that re- 


Can there be a more powerful motive * 
Cofileratim VI. By aur patience and 


ſuch trials as I am ſpeaking of, our ptoſ- 
ciency in — will much appear: here- 5 
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x ( 24 ) _ 
by we ſhall do honour to God, and "WP 
dit our holy profeſſion. It was the Mor, 
of the primitive Chriſtians, Non magna l. 
guimur, ſed vivimus; we ſpeak not, but 
live great things. There's little of Chri. 

ſtianity in talking, but much of ir diſcern; 
ble in doing, and patiently ſuffering a0. 
cording to the will of God; when we can 
accept of our puniſhment, ſubmit to the 
rad, bear our loſſes, and juſtify God in all 
his dealings with us and ours: This is 3 
ſign that the precepts of Chriſtianity haye 
had their intended impreſſions upon our 
minds, and that we have made no ſmall 
progreſs in Chriſt's ſchool. This is one 
way in which the path of the juſt ſhould 
chine more and more unto the. perfet 
1 might, to what has been aid, add ſe- 
veral of the grand evils of impatience un- 
der afflictive Providences ; as, for . inſtance, 
impatience makes us contradict our /own 
prayers. We pray that the will of Golf 
may be done, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; and yet we repine at 1 
when it is done. We commit ourſelves 
and ours to the .wiſe diſpoſal of Provi 
dence; laying with the Pſalmiſt, Thou ag 


Ln — — 122 nn —_ 
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ur God, our times are in chine hands, 


and yet We would have all in our own. 
Now what Is this bur to diſſemble with 


Again * Impatience in parting with 


ar friends betrays a miſtruſt of their 


welfare, when we have no reaſon to doubt 
of it, if they were truly good. When we 
refuſe to be comforted becauſe they are nor, 
we do that which the Apoſtle forbid in the 
Chriſtian church, Ve mourn as thoſe with- 
ut hope, as if the dead were periſhed, and 


23 if their and our reſurrection and im- 


mortality were no articles of our belief. 
How contrary is ſuch a conduct to our 


profeſſion as Chriſtiang? How much the 
reverſe of what the Goſpel recommends, 
wherein life and immortality are brought 


wo light ? The reſurrection of the body and 


the immortality of the ſoul, two of the 


moſt comfortable truths to a ſerious mind, 
being therein plainly revealed. 


What is more, impatience 8 our 
forrows and ſufferings upon us. Patience 
t and only allay. It lightens 
it cannot remove; whereas 


s the beſt 
that which 
the more we ſtruggle with the Joke, 


the more we gall our own necks. by ir. - 
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The child that oppoſes his due Corres. 
tion ſmarts the more for t, and occaſions 
the indulgent Parent to give him ftripes| 
beyond his firſt intention, ſome for his 
fault, and ſome for his ſtubbornneſs. And 
thus our heavenly Father deals with 
our impatience is enough to provoke him 
to treat us with ſtill greater ſeverity, Por 
theſe reaſons impatience under ſuffering is 
carefully to be avoided, as we value the 
favour of God, and the peace and quiet 
of our own minds, which is the chief! 
pleaſure any man can be poſſeſſed of in 
this world, and a reſemblance of the hapyi- 
neſs of Heaven, 

Theſe Conſiderations would I offer as fo 
many arguments in proof of the propoſition 
1 laid down, that it highly becomes the 
ſefvants of God to ſubmic with patience! 
to the hand of their Maſter, when he takes 
from them the neareſt and deareſt of their 
relations and friends. A few lnferences and 
I have done. Ions 

bt Application 8 From what has been faid 
1 us ſee che evil of ſin and repent of 

It's this that uſhered death into the 
A with all the pains and ſickneſſes, 
and inaumerable dilorders that go before 
f or 
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Of. attend! it, and all the evils that to the 
wicked part of mankind follow upon it. 
Had there been no fin in the world, there 
had been no death in it, nor ſorrow of 
any kind, but friends had ſpent either an 
zorecable immortality together upon earth, J 
or been tranſlated to Heaven, as Enoch and 
Eljab were, without dying; we had had no 
funerals to attend, no houſes of mourning 
to viſit, no ſorrowful f miſſions to make, 
10 ſuch trials of patience | as we have 
don, had man kept his integrity. The 
evil of fin who can imagine? it hath not 
only made this world miſerable, but hath 

conſtituted a region of pain and darkneſs. 
: ſhould then be repented of and forſa- 
ken : otherwiſe it will as ſurely expoſe 
us to the ſecond death as it now does to 
the firſt. Happy affliction, the fruit of 
which is che taking away of ſin. 

2. In every afflictive caſe let us ſee the 
hand of God, and be humbled under it: 
beware of an inſenſible or a ſtupid frame: 
ſome perſons conſider their own and others 
fictions only as the common lot of 


e 


— 
a> 


8 


5 


of God in them at all, or taking any no- 
lice of the ends for which they were ſent, 
g 'Þ hs pgs which 
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mankind, without eyeing the Providence 5 


| ( 28 ) 
which are to make them truly penitent 1 
all they have done amiſs, to wean them 
from all creature comforts and confidence, 
to make them more in love with God and 
the Redeemer, more devoted to the bug. 
neſs of Religion, and of conſequence mote 
ready for a better world. We are not cer- 
tainly, we are not to be inſenfible when 
troubles come, either of the troubles them- 
ſelves or who ſent them, but to ſee the rod 
and who hath appointed it, and to em 

ſome uſeful Leſſons from it. 

3. Let us learn a patient ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God under the heavieſt ſtrokes 
of his Providence. This the text dited 
to; and ir muſt be done in the way of 
faith and prayer; - beli ieving his perfection 
and promiſes, and relying upon his power, 
wiſdom, goodneſs and faithfulneſs, that 
all neceflary ſupports and comforts ſhall} 
from time to time be given in; and 


that all things ſhall work together for 
good to thoſe who love him. All thi 


we may humbly expect in the way & 
our duty through the prevailing merit 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, who has purchaſed 
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter for us, 
and innumerable. other bleflings w_ 
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je will certainly beſtow on all who 


cruly fear God, and hope 


in his mercy. | 


Though one comfort be taken away, we 


have many left, and when all are remo- 


jed, we have the God of all comfort to 
ply to, and rely upon. Happy thoſe 


who have an intereſt in his favour, of 
il others they have the beſt right to 
peace, and if they underſtand themſelves 


they will be patient under ſufferings. 
Though the fig-tree ſhould not bloſſom, nor 


frut be in the vine, though the labour of 


| the olive ſhould ceaſe, and the feld ſhould 


yell no meat, though the herd ſhould be 


cut off from the ſtall, and the ſheep from 


tle fold; that is, though all creature com- 


forts ſhould fail me, yet, ſays the Pro- 
pher, will 


Nay, when our own fleſh and heart fails, 


which. will ere long be the caſe, if true 


Chriſtians, we have ſtill reaſon for com- 


fort, becauſe God will be the ſtrength of 


our hearts and our portion for ever. In 
every afflictive caſe then the good man 
ſhould with Aaron bold his peace; and 


with the 2 ft lay, T was dumb with 
* 5 


I rejoice in the Lord, and joy 
in the God of my ſalvation, Hab. iii. 17, 18. 
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1 
lente, I opened not my mouth, becauſe thou 
42 _— 
4. Let us prepare for that time wha 
our Friends that ſurvive us ſhall be called to 
the exerciſe of thoſe graces upon our account, 
which we are frequently called upon to 
exerciſe for the ſake of others, Whilſt ; in! 
the preſent life: I mean, let us get ready 
for own afflictions, and our own deaths, 
Thoſe who go to the houſe of mou rning 
know not how ſoon they may have fuch 
an houſe of their own, and they know 
that the time will come that they (hall 
make an houſe of mourning themſelves. 
God Almighty only knows whoſe fune- 
ral may be next. Certain we are, that 
| death is at no great diſtance from any | 
of us, perhaps at the diſtance of a fe 
years, or a few ſcores of years at moſt, } 
which, alas, how ſhort a time is it, and 
how ſoon will it be over? Let every fu 
neral then we attend put us in mind of 
that time when the like ſolemnity ſhall 
be performed for us, when our friends 
| ſhall follow us ſorrowing to the grave, 
and leave what is left of us behind them 
We Should not this thought. put us 
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bon a ſpeedy ſecuring an intereſt in a 
better life, eſpecially if we conſider at 
ghat uncertainties we now live? at 
is your life, ſays St. Paul, it is even @ va- 
jour, a moſt inconſtant thing, hat ap- 


9 fearet h for a little time, and then vaniſh 
05 ab away 3 preſently diſappears, _ almoſt 


13 ſoon as ſeen, and is ſeen no more; 
we none of us know where, in what 


world we may be to-morrow : a day, and 
ch 
ow | much leſs time, | may, for any thing we 
al can tell, make ſtrange alterations in our 
1 circumſtances. The youngeſt and the 
. frongeſt of us all may be as ſoon dead as 
har the weakeſt, and choſe who are far gone 
17 n che decline of life. The moſt health- 
e may die before him, who has but 
ot a few more breaths to draw before he 
ni hk the world. Senſible then of our 


own frailty and mortality, let us not dare 
to put off the great concerns of eternity 
any longer, but look after a well being in 
abetter life, whilſt we have a bring 4 in this, . 
To conclude: 
Think nothing too much you can do 
to make ſure of an intereſt in that God 
who has | it in his Power to make you un- 
3 __ 47 
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ſpeakably more happy, or more miſerable, 


than any other Being can, and in thar 
world where all are happy to perfection. 


In whoſe enjoyment our pious deceaſed 
friends now dwell, partaking of fulneſß of 
joy, and everlaſting pleaſures. To which | 
bleſſed ſtate may the infinitely merciful 


and good God bring us all in his own time, 
for the ſake of his dear Son, our only Ga. | 
viour. Amen. 
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